Welcome to Central

Central United Methodist
Church is pleased to present COME TO
THE MANGER as a gift to the greater
Muskegon community.

Jesus, hailed as The Light of the
World, gave his followers the same title
and commanded believers to “Let your
light so shine before others that they
may see your good works and give glory
to your Father in heaven.”

Thus, Central understands its life
and purpose to be that of “A Light
Along The Shore.” We seek to serve as
a beacon of hope reflecting the light of
Christ into our community and world.
Our doors, hearts and minds are open to
all people.

It is our hope that COME TO
THE MANGER lifts the spirits of those
who attend, enriching their faith and
Christmas experience.

About Nativity Sets

Tradition has it that Saint Francis
of Assisi, who lived in Italy 800 years
ago, set up the first figures of a nativity.
Italians later developed presipios, large
constructs of model villages with
hundreds of figures gathered around the
primary nativity scene.

Eventually, this led to the spread
of nativity scenes and sets to many
nations as Christians sought to keep
their focus on Christ, saying “This, this
is Christ the King...haste, haste to bring
him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.”

About Children’s Activities
The nature of the displays is perfect
for viewing by families with children.
Parents are asked to remind their children
that the nativity sets are not to be touched.
During the program modules only
a nursery for preschoolers and a craft/story
time for younger children will be available
on the second floor.

About Snacks and Refreshments

The youth of the Church will have
coffee, tea, baked goods and other refresh-
ments on sale during the entire event.

About Friends of the Creche

Sheila and Kay are active members
of Friends of the Creche, a nation-wide
organization of people who are collectors of
nativities or are interested in them. FOC is
affiliated with the international association
of similar groups around the world.

What is Come to the MangeP
Come to the Manger is a two day
experience during which attendees will...
... Delight in viewing hundreds
of nativity sets on display.

. Be inspired by formal
presentations that focus on various
aspects of the nature and lore of nativity
sets and the birth of Christ.

. Thrill to concerts featuring
music related to Christ’s nativity.

. Be fascinated at the way
various arts have been used to express
the joy and mystery of the Nativity of
Christ.

Why Such an Event?

In an era when secularism and
unbridled commercialism seem to
overwhelm and displace the true mean-
ing of Christmas, Come to the Manger
will provide a refreshing, inspiring and
enjoyable focus on the “reason for the
season.”

Who may attend?

EVERYONE regardless of age,
religious affiliation or circumstance, is
most cordially invited to attend any and
all parts of this glorious event. Our
building is barrier free.

COME
TO THE
MANGER

Experience the glory of
Christ’s birth as expressed in
nativity sets and the arts.

The public, of all ages,
Is cordially invited to attend
this free event.

From 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 6
and

Sunday, December 7,
2008
Central United Methodist
Church of Muskegon

1011 Second Street
In downtown Muskegon, Michigan
231-722-6545
www.muskegoncentralumc.org



COME TO THE MANGER

Experience the glory of Christ’s birth as expressediativity sets and the arts.

The nativity sets will be on display Saturday amth@y, December 6 antl
from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.
A nursery for preschoolers and a craft/story timredider children will be staffed
during the program modules only

Schedule of Special Events

Saturday, December 6 Sunday, December 7

9:00 a.m. Public viewing until 4:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m. Central's First Worship Service
Snacks are available all day. Snacks are available all day.
10:00 a.m._First Program Module 9:00 a.m. Public viewing until 4:00 p.m.

Interactive Lecture-Sheila (30 mins)
Christmas Around the World

Interactive Lecture-Kay (30 mins)
Christmas Alive!

Music Concert-John Mattson (30)
The Nativity of Christ in Music

9:30 a.m.  Children/Youth Church School
Interactive Lecture-Kay/Sheila
Creches: Learnings/Insights

10:45 a.m. Central's Second Service

1:30 p.m. _Second Program Module
Interactive Lecture-Kay (30 mins)
Nativity Sets & Christ’s Passion
Interactive Lecture-Sheila (30 mins.)
Materials and the Message
Music Concert-John Mattson (30)
The Nativity in MusidNo. 2

2:00 p.m. _Final Program Module
Interactive Lecture-Sheila (30)
My Collection’s Highlights
Interactive Lecture-Kay (30)
My Collection’s Highlights
Music Concert-John Mattson
The Nativity in MusidNo. 3

The Presenter-Collectors

SHEILA BIGELOW

Sheila is a retired childcare
provider from Portage, Michigan.

She became aware of the various
styles of nativities when her husband, a
Professor of Spanish at Western
Michigan University, brought home a
thirty-five cent used book entitled
Nacimientos The title is the Spanish
word for nativities and the book focused
on Native American sets.

Sheila was fascinated by the
ways in which different cultures took the
story of the Christ Child and made it
their own.

A family stay in Spain the next
year afforded Sheila opportunity to start
her collection which now numbers more
than one hundred.

The two sets most meaningful to
her are the traditional style Italian set she
and Gary received as a gift the first
Christmas after their marriage forty
years ago, and one particular Native
American set which symbolizes how it
all began.

Sheila and Gary have two adult
children, Brian and Lisa.

KAY DEMOSS

Kay DeMoss, an ordained United
Methodist clergyperson, lives in North
Muskegon.

A small stained-glass Holy
Family given to Kay by her mother in
1976 started her collection which now
includes nearly four hundred nativity
sets, ornaments and depictions. Her
marriage to Lynn, a clergyperson and
world traveler, encouraged the expansion
of Kay’s collection to global proportion,
with sets from seventy countries.

Kay's special interest is the
Biblical, historical and theological layers
of meaning expressed in many nativity
sets. She also appreciates the way
nativities evidence the universality of
God’s love as expressed in Christ’s birth.

Kay travels about the State with
about sixty sets, giving programs to
church and community groups during
Advent and Lent.

Kay and Lynn have two adult
children, Jeff and Jen, and twin twelve-
year old grandsons, Drew and David.




